
 
 

Berkley Parks and Recreation Advisory Panel Meeting Minutes 10/11/18 
Attendance: Josephine Brewer, John Nicolai, Greg Patterson, Gary Polk, Mike Kerby, Betty 
Smith 
City Council Member: Bridget Dean 
Absent: Josh Pollard 
Parks and Recreation: Theresa McArleton 
  
Call to order: 7PM 
Approval of prior minutes: Motioned by Gary Polk and Seconded by Josephine Brewer 
Guest Comments: Liz P attended as a liaison to the CEAC.  
Matter of Program Update:  
Early fall programs are finishing up. Two dog obedience classes were added these classes are in 
high demand. Over 30 kids come to the free drop in and play program held on Monday. Pillow 
Polo will not run this year since there were not enough signed up. Jewish vacation camp had 
was held which included a trip for the kids. There is also a trip planned for kids on election day.  
Winter Buzz has been completed and should be arriving to homes the last week in October. The 
Berkley Boo Fest tickets are currently on sale. P&R has partnered with the Berkley Library to 
offer tale on the trail again this year on 10/31, costumes are encouraged. Scott attended the 
national convention and shared valuable information with staff on his return.  
Matter of Senior Programing: 
Dan has been very busy with senior activities. The mystery trip was a huge success. The seniors 
went to the Motown Museum, lunch and then toured a bon-bon factory. 15 seniors were 
involved in this trip. Free health outreach programs are being added. One from Beaumont and 
one with Area Council on Ageing. Both offer education to seniors regarding health.  On 
December 10th the senior lunch will be held. The next trip is scheduled from January 24th to see 
the Phantom of the Opera.  
2. Berkley Hoops: 
Craig from Berkley Hoops gave an update regarding the hoops program. The program currently 
uses the gym space at the schools. He stressed the school gyms are often not available and they 
are unable to hold practices. Hoops is highly interested in using the new community center if it 
passes. They would like to have a space for their program. There are currently around 330 kids 
that are active in the hoops program. To be in Hoops the kid must be a Berkley School student. 
He stated Hoops is in full support of the community center bond. The next Hoops board 
meeting is on 10/17 at 7PM. Craig suggested there be P&R board representation at their 
meeting. Mike and John said they would attend. Gary stated he would like to see more 
involvement between all programs and P&R advisory board.  
3. Oxford/Merchant Park Update: 
Preliminary scores were returned. There was a chance to gain a few more points for the grants. 
Parks and rec staff have resubmitted the grants with the additional information. The final 
results should be returned in mid to late December. Only one grant will be used if both are 
approved.  
 
 
 



 
 

4. Community Center Bond Update: 
Town halls have been completed, videos have been upload to the city website. Theresa and 
Matt B. have attended PTA meetings. The only school that did not reply was Pattengill 
Elementary. Citizens are encouraged to look to the city’s website yourberkleyyourvote for 
additional information. Theresa and her staff have been responding to questions.  
Comments: 
Josephine B.: Has been providing information to people to educate them on the community 
center bond proposal.  
Bridget D.: Businesses that support the reading program at the library were recently 
recognized.   Recently attended the MML conference in Grand Rapids where she learned 
valuable information. 
Mike K.: Thanks staff for their hard work and dedication. The Dad’s Club have finished their 
season.  
Theresa M.: Snow removal bids are currently out for the seniors. Dream Cruise planning has 
already started. This will be the 25th year anniversary. Thanked staff, recently had a compliment 
that all the staff of Parks and Rec are smiling.  
Greg P.: Would like to thank staff for all the dedication and hard work, they do a great job with 
the resources they have. Commented on the videos that are on the website in support of the 
proposals, they did a very nice job.  
Gary P.: Would like to see more groups coming to the meeting. Thanked Hoops from coming 
and being part of the discussion.  
John N.: Thanked Hoops for coming. Have enjoyed talking to neighbors regarding the proposal. 
Likes to see the community coming together.  
Betty S.: Would also like to see more groups come to the advisory meetings since it gives a 
chance to have discussions on how we can work together.  
Liz P.: The next CEAC meeting is Nov 7th at 630 at City Hall. All are welcome to attend.  
Meeting Adjourned at 8:11PM Motioned by John N. and seconded by Gary P. 
 


